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ADMISSIONS ARRANGEMENTS  

(including Sixth Form)  

Gillingham School  

Hardings Lane, Gillingham,  

Dorset, SP8 4QP 

        
    
  



Admissions Policy  
  
Catchment Area   
Pupils living in the following areas of Dorset will normally be allocated places at Gillingham with 
transport provided by Dorset Council; Gillingham, Bourton, Silton, Moorside, Todber, Stour Row, Stour 
Provost, East Stour, Madjeston, Marnhull, Fifehead Magdalen, West Stour, Kings Mill, Nyland, Kington 
Magna, Bowden, Buckhorn Weston and Quarr.  
  
Pupils living in the following areas of Wiltshire will normally be allocated places with transport 
provided by Wiltshire Council; Mere, West Knoyle, East Knoyle, Hindon, Sedgehill, Norton, Zeals, 
Stourton, Kilmington, Chicklade and Maiden Bradley.  
  
Parental Preference Admission  
In addition, parents may apply for a Parental Preference Admission if we have places. Each year a 
significant number of parental preference places are awarded. We advise you to contact the school 
office or email for further information. Or alternatively Dorset Council 01305 221060.  
  
Transition into Year 7  
Before your child starts with us, we work closely with their primary school and Year 6 teacher to 
decide on the most appropriate Tutor and Teaching group that they will join from the September. All 
Year 6 students will have an induction day in July.  
   
In addition to this, where there is a need identified by the Year 6 teacher, a selection of students will 
engage in our weekly transition programme.  This programme aims to support students who are more 
anxious and might find the transition to secondary school more challenging.  
  
https://www.gillingham-dorset.co.uk/admissions-arrangements/  
  
https://www.gillingham-dorset.co.uk/uniform/  
  
  
  
Gillingham Sixth Form  
  
We aim to offer a large range of academic and vocational. Our policy is to ensure that the students 
accepted into the sixth form can be placed on appropriate courses where they are likely to succeed. 
Students are invited to attend the open evening in the autumn term and are required to attend the 
induction day in September.  
  
All Gillingham School students in Year 11 can apply for a place in our Sixth Form. We also accept 
external applications from students wishing to transfer from another institution. The school’s 
catchment area for lower school students does not apply to Sixth Form applications.  
  
External application to Gillingham Sixth Form will be by published application form to the Admissions 
Officer. Relevant information and the application form can be found via the School’s website 
(https://www.gillingham-dorset.co.uk/). Internal students will complete their applications online at 
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school. As a result of these applications every student will need to attend a guidance meeting to 
ensure the student is given appropriate advice and guidance.   
  
Students are asked to select provisional course preferences. This is not a firm commitment, and they 
will be able to reconsider their options after the GCSE results are published and considering the 
school’s timetable.  
  
Admission to the Sixth Form will be determined by the Governing Body in accordance with the 
following criteria in the order set out below.  
All places offered, including for those students already enrolled at Gillingham School, are dependent 
upon the criteria below:  
  
(i) that the student has attained the specific academic requirements for entry to the courses, 
which are published on the Sixth Form Prospectus  
  
(ii) that there is a suitable course available with a vacancy; group size will normally be capped at 25 
but may be smaller depending on the nature of the subject and availability of resources  
  
The highest priority, when considering oversubscription criteria for sixth form places, will be given to 
looked after children and previously looked after children who meet the academic entry criteria. In 
exceptional but rare circumstances, often due to medical issues, individuals may be accepted onto 
particular courses with reduced entry requirements. These very rare decisions will be made by the 
joints Heads of Sixth Form in consultation with a member of the Senior Leadership Team.  
  
Late applications are those received beyond the third working week in September. Applicants will need 
to ensure that they are able to catch-up with any missed worked, especially for new subjects or 
syllabuses. Moving institutions whilst studying A Levels or Level 3 BTECs is rarely advisable and 
students, in the school’s experience, rarely achieve their full potential as a result. A guidance interview 
will take place to discuss options including re-starting the academic year, how we can facilitate 
catching up missed work, whether there are places available on a particular course or exploring a 
reduction in the volume of study.  
  
Decisions to offer or refuse admission will be made by our admissions committee comprised of the 
joint Heads of Sixth Form and a member of the Senior Leadership Team.   
  
There is a right to appeal any admission decisions through the School’s Governing Body.  
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